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Chadwick Boseman was born on November 29, 
1976 to parents Carolyn and Leroy Boseman in 
Anderson, South Carolina. His mother Carolyn 
was a registered nurse and his father Leroy 
worked at a textile factory. Growing up during 
his youth, Chadwick Boseman practiced 
martial arts. As a young adult, he continued 
martial arts training. During his high school 
years in 1993, he wrote and staged his first 
play, “Crossroads”, after his classmate was 
shot to death. He also wrote Rhyme Deferred 
(1997), Hieroglyphic Graffiti (2002) and Deep 
Azure (2005). Chadwick Boseman moved to 
Brooklyn, New York to start his acting career. 
In the 2008 sports drama film The Express: The 


Ernie Davis Story, Chadwick Boseman played 
NFL football player Floyd Little. In the war 
thriller film The Kill Hole (2012), he played 
troubled veteran Lt. Samuel Drake. In the 
sports biography film 42 (2013), Chadwick 
Boseman played famous baseball player Jackie 
Robinson. In the sports drama film Draft Day 
(2014) which starred Kevin Costner, he played 
Vonte Mack, a top prospect and former 
linebacker at Ohio State University. In the 
musical biography film Get On Up (2014), 
Chadwick Boseman played famous singer 
James Brown. In the action fantasy film Gods of 
Egypt (2016), he played Thoth, an Egyptian god 
of wisdom. In the Marvel film Captain America: 


Civil War (2016), he played T’Challa / Black 
Panther. In the revenge-thriller film Message 
from the King (2017), he played Cape Town 
resident Jacob King. In the legal biography film 
Marshall (2017), he played Thurgood Marshall, 
a civil rights activist and lawyer. In the Marvel 
films Black Panther (2018) and Avengers: 
Infinity War, Chadwick Boseman reprised his 
role of P’Challa / Black Panther. In the Marvel 
film Avengers: Endgame (2019), he reprised his 
role of P’Challa / Black Panther for the third 
time. In the cop thriller film 21 Bridges (2019), 
he played Andre Davis, a NYPD police officer. In 
the war drama film Da 5 Bloods, Chadwick 
Boseman played Norman Earl Holloway. In the 


musical biography film Ma Rainey’s Black 
Bottom (2020), he played Levee Green. In the 
Marvel animated series What If?, Chadwick 
Boseman reprised his role of T’Challa / Black 
Panther from alternate timelines. Chadwick 
Boseman was diagnosed with colon cancer in 
2016. Four years later, he died from 
complications from Stage IV colon cancer on 
August 28, 2020 in Los Angeles, California. He 
was 43 years old. Chadwick Boseman will be 
remembered forever. 
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